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The art of enjoying music! 
Dear Reader, 


Decemberis the season for art festivals in Chennai. 
Ialso heralds Christmas and Karthiga, the festival of 
lamps for Hindus. December also adds a biter taste in 
the form of half yearly exams. Wel, life is like th 
mixure of bitter and sweet; good and bad; joy and sorrow. 
In short abundle of contradictions, which we have to learn 
tolive wit. How do we develop this tolerance? 

The secret isto see the brighter side of every incident, 
Supposing you are watching TV and your mother needs 
your help in some house - hold chores; instead of getting 

angry, why not utilise the ad, 
break to help her out? She'll 
certainly understand if your re- 
sponse to her call is not imme= 
late, provided you explain and 
assureher of your co-operation, 





Daring the art festival, 
‘Chennai reverberates to the 
sounds of music and dance, 
Evenif you cannot afford to go 
to concerts, you can watch a 
telecast or hear a broadcast 
twice or thrice a day of differ- 
ent artistes. But many children seem to shun listening to 
classical music, since they fee! that it requires a lot of skill 
and knowledge to appreciate the same. Nonsense! It is 
only the artiste who needs the skill to give a fine perfor- 
‘mance and not the listener or ‘rasika’. 


ALI that we have to dois to lear to enjoy the music. 
‘This comes out of familiarity. Once you listen to two or 
three concerts by top artistes over the radio, tape or C. 
you will develop aear forthe same and it will fill you with 
inner joy. In course of time you will be able to differenti- 
ate between ragas and identifying them will become an 
interesting hobby and exercise forthe mind. 

Good listening! Merry Christmas and of course best 
fuck while facing the half yearly exams! 








-Editor 
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PRESENT, 


On Churistmas mornin EY 2001 Bom sa besidethe BE crisnasve 
opening AP presents. Cie 25 J father was in the army and still not 


LB omer R Christmas, (a Ya was sad and ising her SP father 
“Daddy will send a special (MQ present for you, dear,” said Moiher GR 


All day tong QPpane waited for the special (AIP present to arrive, Just before 


Q) and Ahoornes ssat down to dinner 


said ater OP ine ‘answered the door.” Merry Christmas,” said Dad! B-var 














he doorbell rang, “You get itJane,” 


screamed Janeand fell into his arms.""You're the best {MP present ofall! 


OO x0 











en Harry 








masters the exciting 
game, 
Tenali spreads the 


Vijayanagara fame. 

When Nancy Drew catches 
spies, 

Our beloved Swami is the 
Malgudi guy. 

When Snow White and Cindarella 
sit down to ery, 

Birbal never stops his witty supply. 

Do you find anything unique in 
Western Authors? 

Idon’t find any! 

Remember, goodness of a book is 
assessed only by its quality and 
originality, surely not by its nationality. 
S.Seshadri 

Std, IX 
Chennai 








According to me, children 
should read Harry Potter as well 
as folktales and mythological 
stories, Reading of ancient 
history books also gives lots 
of information about ancient kings 
and kingdoms. So, when Harry Potter 
and Indian stories are equally 
enjoyable then why shouldn't we read 
both? 

-Chitra S.Mudal 
Std. VI 
Birla School, Kalyan 





T vote for choosing folklore and 
mythology books. There are many 
things to know about the past and we 
cannot neglect any one of those 





things. In addition to mythology, 
modern thrilling books can also be 
read. I think that the books of Tagore 
and Ruskin Bond are equally 
enjoyable. 


-B.Mithra 
Std, VIT 
A.E.CS., Kalpakkam 


Indian authors are excellent 








writers of books that have in them 
abundant knowledge about India’s 





rich culture, tradition, religion and 

mythology. The late R.K.Narayan - 

author of the classic ‘Malgudi Days’ 

isan excellent example of a very good 

Indian author. So let us make the best 

choice by reading books that make 
us feel proud of Our India’ 

-Arthy Balakrishi 

Std. IX 

P.S.B.B.S.S.S. Chennai 
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believe that it is necessary for 
students of present generation to read 
books relating to Indian mythology 
besides those written by Western 
authors. Such books instil in us values 
such as friendship, love, truth and 
confidence, They have morals 
imbibed in them - the victory of virtue 
over evil, truth over falsehood, the 





sanctity of the pledged word, the 
triumph of love and so on. 

Harry Potter and other books have 
no doubt converted many couch 
potatoes into book worms, but, we 
must also take time off to read books 
on Indian mythology and biographies 
of great men. 

Vidya.V 
Std. XII, BCWCC, Bangalore 
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Reading foreign books gives us 
an idea of how those countries are. 
Many Indian authors give very long 
or difficult names to the characters in 
their books, Thus they are very hard 
to remember. The Western authors 
enthral the children with comedies 
and adventures. The Indian writers 
talk mainly about social life. These 
are not very interesting, Thus, 
children love to read foreign books. 

-P.U.Gayathri Priyadarshini 
Std. VIL 

Villa Theresa High School 
Mumbai 


‘Some books are to be tasted; 

some are to be swallowed; and 

Some are to be chewed and 
digested 

~ Thus goes an English saying. 

Selection of any book depends 
upon the aim and objective of the 
individual. 

People of all ages must know about 
‘our mythology. The two epics written 
by many authors simply and 
interestingly can be read. These are 
to be chewed and digested. 

-P.Sai Deepak 
‘Std.VI 
Sainik School, Korukonda 





Tn keeping with our national 
heritage and culture, if our great epics 
and mythology stories are read, they 
will not only enrich our lives by 
inculcating in us good manners, good 
behaviour and respect to our elders 
but also make us proud of our nation. 





Rajaji has written the Ramayana 
and Mahabharata especially for 
children, By reading these books you 
will emerge with greater courage, 
stronger will and purer mind, They are 
not just story books, although they are 
very good in that way too. They are 
the records of the mind and spirit of 
our forefathers who cared for the 
good, ever so much more than for the 
pleasant and who saw more of the 
mystery of life than we can do in our 
interminable pursuit for petty and 








illusory achievements in the material 
plane. 

V.Mahadevan 

Std. VI 

P.S.Sr. See. School, 

Chennai 


Harry Potter has indeed captured 
the minds of young readers. The 





reading habit is back! There are many 
Indian stories by Indian authors 
equally adventurous and magical. 
Reading Malgudi tales by R.K. 
Narayan makes one laugh a lot! 
‘Swami and his friends are always out 
to do some pranks on others! The 
stories of Tenali Rama is another 
thought provoking book, It is full of 
wit and wisdom. Ruskin Bond’s 
books creates love for animals in the 
hearts of young children. The Indian 
publishers are recently showing 
interest in bringing out more children’s 
literature by Indian authors. This is 
indeed a promising sign for the Indian 
children who are fed only with Enid 
Blyton and JK Rowling’s books. 
-Sandra S.Fernandez 
Std VII 
Chinmaya Vidya 
Tripunitura 




















Question for this month 





Pets may be our companion and having them may be fun, but they may also 
be a root cause for a number of health hazards. There are 


also space constraints in the city. Is it advisable to keep 


pets? 


Std.1X, Vidya Mandir, Chennai 


Dear Children, 


Please send in your views for or against the above 
topic. It should be short and crisp (50 - 60 words only) 
Each entry published will receive a special remunera- 
tion of Rs. 25/-. Send in your views quickly to catch the 
next issue giving all details about yourself 





R. Harini 


Editor 
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Ranmshekar was startled atthe reply. Renjith, the Ramshekarwaskeenly 
old man, sensed this. He repeated “Yes Sir, the only observing this conversation 
thing thatis missing is my cricket bat.” when Prementered, “He 

Ramshekar glanced ut the palatial Bungalow. Itwas _ ismydriver. A very smooth 
too big fora single person to reside in. Ranjith’s wife _ driverindeed!" Prem who 

had died long ago. Hisson worked fora had a clean-shaven face, 


£0) populursoftware company at Silicon nodded respectfully andleft 
Fein Valley in the US; and his the room, The other 
Ne daughterhad been marriedto servants too left to look 
Y aller their respective work, 
Ramshekar was 

pondering, “Why 





5 the thief steal 
‘a medical practitionerin London. dost the\orleket bar 


Pe Tescatces tee Tne Siar when there are more 
people tohelp me,” said Ranjith andcalled the four, _Yaluablethings here?" 

“He is Muthu, the watchman. Hehas been serving _-Ranjith hadan answer 
here forthe past fifteen years”. Muthu, who was in his 
forties, saluted Ramshekar. He looked robust for his 
age, For some mysterious reason he threw a suspicious 
glance at Ramshekar. 

“Lam Kamakshi ," the only woman in the house 
volunteered to introduce herself. “I look after the 
kitchen. Ourmastr suffers from high blood pressure 
and I see toi that the food prepared contains lesser 
salt." she wenton, 

Ranjit introduced a boy in his teens who was 
anxiously waiting to be introduced to Ramshekat. 
“He is Manickam, who looks after trivial household 
chores.” Manickam was wearing a pair of trousers 
andashirt. He had just then returned with a bag of 
‘vegetables from the market. “Today, tomatoes were 
sold cheap and I bought an extra kilo,” he declared 
proudly. Kamakshi did not take it pleasantly. “You 
always make your own decisions. Discontinue this 
habit"she said curly. 
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for T keep 

every item here 

under lock and key. 

Tam concerned about my cricket bat 
because my son sentit through one of his 
friends, He handed it over to me just. 
twenty minutes back. [immediately kept 
itin the shelf but forgot to lock it. The 
cricket bat isa miniature. Itwas studded 
with afew costly gems” 

“In that case we need to make a 
thorough search of the house,” declared 
Ramshekar, He called all the four workers, 
and requested them to help him in finding 
the lost cricket bat. 

‘The four made a thorough search, 
Muthu searched forthe cricket bat inthe 
garden. Kamakshi made a frantic 








search of the 

lofts. Manickam 

searched for the 

bat inthe room comers and table drawers. 

Prem did his share of searching, in the 

show case and below the cots 

‘The cricket bat was still missing. But 

the penetrating look of Ramshekar at a 

particular person in the house indicated 
that he strongly suspected that person, 





Who do you think is the 
culprit? See if your answer 
matches that of the detective 
Ramshekar's. Don't forget to give 
the reason for your suspicion! 

To check your answer turn to 
page 67 
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DREAMS COME 
Here is the final no “TRUE! 


ofour President's answers 
to readers’ questions. 





© Alamelu R Aiyer, Mumbai 

What are the measures you would 
adopt to curb the existing problem of 
“Brain-Drain’ in Indie 

Our country is producing 300,000 





’ 
professionals in engineering, medicine \ 
and other streams of science every year. 

If some of them go abroad we should not 

‘get perturbed. Such people have linkage with 
their families and academic institutions. Choice 
lies with the individual. Spirit to serve the nation 
should come from within. 


© G. Ranjita, Chennai 
Many say that you have learnt Carnatic 











+ With Vikram Sarabhai at Thumba Space Centre 


Music. Is ittrue, and if so, who was 
your “Guru” and what is your 
‘favourite “Ragam”? 

Madame Kalyani was my teacher. My 
favourite Ragamis ‘Sriragam’ 


©. Karthika, Bangalore 

‘Many students have high aims. But 
due to their economic and other 
problems they are not able to achieve 
their goal. How can they reach their 
‘goal? 

High performance in the school career 
will lead to both scholarship and eligibility 
for getting bank loans for higher leaming 

Inlife there will be problems. Prob- 
Jems have to be defeated through hard 
work and perseverance. Problems should 
not defeat the individual 


8. Niranjana Devi, Trichy 

Which is your favourite book? 
Why? 

Lillian Eichler Watson's “Light from 
Many Lamps’ is my favourite book. Be- 
cause, it provides courage, happiness and 
knowledge. 


© Krutika Ravi, Mumbai 

Do you think India has a chance 
of becoming a developed country 
spite of the prevailing corruption? 
How? 

Corruption can be removed only by 
the efforts of the family. Father, Mother 
and Teacher can inculcate ‘values’ inchil- 
dren in the impressionable age group be- 
tween 5 and 20. They can remove cor- 
ruption by teaching and also by leading a 
value based life. 
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© Shivani, Chennai 

Being the President, are 
you able to concentrate on 
science research work? If yes, 
how are you able to, in spite 
of a busy schedule? 

Tallot some time for science 
and research work. I guidea few research 
students 


© Balshita, Chennai 
What is the secret behind remem- 
bering various formulas in science 
and maths? 
By constant application one can re- 
member various formulas of science and 
maths, 


© R.Aravindh, Chennai 

Can you tell us any unforgettable 
event that happened in your child- 
hood? 

1am reminded of my VIII Class 
teacher Shri Sivasubramaniya Iyer, He 
taught us how birds fly through his lecture 
and also by showing real life example at 
the seashore of Rameswaram. Itisan un- 
forgettable event which is etched in my 
memory forever. Ithelped me totake up 


the study of science intensively. 


© Abhishek Shetty, Bangalore 
According to you, 


what 





+ Shirl Abdul Kalam atthe final stage 
before SLV-3 launeh 





is ‘Achievement 
‘That which gives happiness and fulfill 
‘ment. 


@ C.Saranya, Madurai 

How far will the vision ‘ 
2020’ bea success? 

“The movement towards India’s Vision 
2020 has commenced, Integrated action 
from the citizens and the government will 
lead to realization of the Vision, It de- 
pends on how much effort each individual 
isready to putin, 





idia 


© Dhanraj, Kasargod, Kerala 

What is your full name and who 
was your best friend in school? 

My full name is Avul Pakir 
Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam, 

During my school days Pakshi 
Ramanatha Sastry was my bestfriend. 


© Deepti, Mumbai 

Which was the happiest moment of 
‘your life? 

One day an orthopedic surgeon from 
Nizam Institute of Medical Sciences vis- 
ited my laboratory, He lifted the material 
we had developed for missile system and 
found itso light. He took me t his hospi- 
tal and showed me his patients, There 
‘were these litte girs and boys with heavy 
metallic calipers weighing over three ki- 
ograms each, Those children had suf- 
fered from Polioattack. The children were 
dragging theirfeet around. My friend, the 
Orthopedic Surgeon said to me, “Please 
remove the pain of my patients,” 

Inthree weeks, we made these Cali- 
pers (Floor Reaction Orthosis) which 
‘weighed just 300 grams and took them 
tothe orthopedic center, The children did 
not believe their eyes. From dragging 
around athree kilogram load on their legs, 
\ith just 300 gram calipers they could now 
move around. ‘Their parents had tears in 
theireyes, It was a blissful sight 


©. Pritika, Tirupur 
Why do you have this hairstyle? 
‘The hair grows. 


© Lipsa Hebram, Bhubaneshwar, 
Orissa 
Should a person fulfill her own 
dreams or the expectations others 
have from her? 
Fulfilling hisor her own dreams has to 
‘be one's goal inf, One should do what 
‘one likes to do. 
Pictures courtesy : 
K.V.Venkatakrishnanand 
Media Ramu 
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Age: 16 

Address : No. 59, ‘Shivanugraha’, 
SA Reddy Layout, D. Banaswadi, 
Bangalore - 560 043 

Hobbies; Reading novels, listening 
to music, playing on computer, making 
friends, 


Name :Shyma Sasidharan 

Age: 12 

‘Address: 46/48 Ramalingam Colony, 
Coimbatore - 641 043, 

Hobbies : Reading books, 
playing badminton and bas- 
ket ball collecting coins 
and stamps, drawing, — 
painting, listening tomusi, 
reading general knowledge 
books, stitching, cycling, 
collectingstickers. 


Nagar, Valasaravakkam, 
Chennai - 600 087 


Age: 12 

Address : No.21/48, IInd street, 
Ashtalakshmi Nagar, Valasaravakkam, 
Chennai - 600087 

Hobbies : Playing chess and 














icket, singin, 1g 
books and collecting 
information oncars. 





‘Name : L.Neeraja 

Age: 13 

Address :2/8B Ist Cross, Tewcher's 
Colony, Bagalur Road, Hosur ~633 126 

Hobbies : Drawing, painting, singing 
and reading story books 








Name: Suraj Hebbar 

Age: II 

Address : Qtr, No 83/8, Harish 

Barracks, Artillery Road, 

Ulsoor, Bangalore -560008 

Hobbies: Collecting 

[= stamps, watching 
television, reading 

books, playing chess and 
singing. 


Name: R. Kashifa 


Name: R. Arjun Age: I 
Age: 15 Address : No. 125, 
Address : No.21/48, c= ) >> Kamaraj St, 
Hind street, Ashtalakshmi Vitlupuram - 605 60: 


Hobbies : Reading 
books, drawing, chatting 





Hobbies with friends and 
Singing, draw- playing computer 
ing, reading, games, 
playingcricket, 
‘writing essays and articles. aves: Hema 
ec 
Name: Ashwin R, Address: A-108, Premier 


Grihalakshmi Apts. Elango Nagar, 
Virugambakkam, Chennai - 600 092 

Hobbies ; Listening to songs, 
reading, playing badminton, watching 
television, 
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THE LIAR 


AJataka Tale retoldby ; KAMALIKA GHOSH St 
Mustratons| 





1a Centre for Education, Kolkata 











Brahmadutta, the king of Varanasi, held a grand 
feast. There were guests from all over the king- 
dom. Even some Gods attended the feast. 

















Oh! Lord! /, Miscalled 
Whatisthename ) // Amamath and it 
of the flower in pws in the garden, 


‘your garland? of heaven. 
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‘The royal priest 
















overheard the Ihave never uttered The God 
-conversationand...} | (jes. May-Thave that smiled. He saw 
ot SS garland, please? _/ through the 
/Wltell the God |, priest but de- 
that I never ie, en,” cided to teach 
he will giveme z hima lesson and 

| that garland, i so gave him the 

~ garland, 
=a) 








Help! Help! I'm 
> having chest pain. 
Tam feeling faint. 
ii Help! Help! 


















The King came there 


‘The king prayed to the God to Forgive me. 
con hearing the noise 


cuge the priest. Atonce, Iwill never tell a 


lieagain, 
This man is 
‘ot fit to Wear 


‘this garland. He 
isa lia, that’s why 
he suffered badly 
Let him take off 
the garland and / 
he will be / 

7 












Assoon 
asl 
wore this 
garland, 
Telli 
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Once when I was mn aH 


much younger, as I was | 
returning home from ae | 
school riding my bi- | ° 

cycle, I suddenly 
thought that I had lost 
my cycle key! stopped 
and searched for the 
key frantically in my 
pocket, in my bag, and 
evenon the road, but to 
no avail. !eame home 
crying and told my 
mother that I'd lost my 
cycle key. My mother 
laughed heartily! Then 
she asked me as to how 
I could have cycled 
home without unlocking 





























Chennai. In one of the 
items, the dolphin was to 

pull arubber boat with the 
help of a rope which was at- 








-ycle! Then, I realised that the key 

had been in the lock of my bicycle all 
along! 

-K.Vasantha Std X 

KVCRPF Avadi 


A regret! 


This incident happened when I was 
in the Vth std. Iwas ata performance = ——— 


by dolphins at the Dolphin City near —— 
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tached to a rin 
Dolphin w 

head in the ring and pull 
the boat seating two chil- 
dren, The host asked me 
to get into the boat but I 
‘was too scared, 

So, two other children 
were taken for a ride 
around the pool. Seeing 
them enjoying their ride, 
Trealised my folly but it 
was too late. Thad missed 
a wonderful opportunity 
which I will always re- 
ret. 

= Nehal Kedia Std. IX 
Jaigopal Garodia 
School, Chennai 







coconuts! When I was about nine 

. old, Thad gone on a visit to my native 

Pore tsaor. place Chikmagalur. There,my aunt who 

coconuts knew my weakness, gave me lots of 

Tloved to munch juicy juicy coconut pieces! I started eating 

them with relish. Suddenly, I found a 

hard piece in my mouth which 1 

couldn't bite into, On taking 

that piece out I found tomy suprise 
thatone of my teth had fallen! 

My aunt and uncle started 
laughing heartily on seeing my face! 
Even today, they keep reminding 
me of that incident and never for- 

‘of coconut 




















y Age 17, 
a MES College, 
Bangalore. 


(llustration: Kadiravan) 
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Where 
shouted Renu 
coming in from school, Renu wasa cute 
and plump girl studying in the eighth 
standard, But, inspite of the fact that she 
was thirteen years old, she Was quite 
childish in nature, 

“Ma!Ma!,” she kept screaming. Her 
mother came out of the kitchen with a 
spatula in hand, “What happened? Why 
are you screaming like that Renu?” she 

hed mildly. 

‘Ma, [have some interesting news for 
you. What are you doing in the kitchen?” 
asked Renu, 

“Lwas busy preparing hot dosas for 
you,” replied her mother. 

“Wow!Hot crispy dosas!”, said 
Renu joyfully forshe loved dosas. 
She went to her room and quickly 
washed and changed and came 
back soon to the dining table, Her 
mother was ready with 
the dosas for her 
and she started 
eatingthem 
with 














relish, 









£\ SUEY 
PUL REND 


you so badly w 
me?" asked mother. 

“Oh! Yes! Ma, our science club class 
is going to Maanmoli fora week's tour. 
Would you send me too? Please, Ma, 
Renu wheedled. 

“You can utilize those days on 
study Renu” began Mother, But seeing 
Renu's woe-begone face, she hastily said, 
‘But as you are so insistent you can go!” 

“Yeah,” shouted Renu, “Youare the 
best Mother in the world!” She hugged 
her mother joyfully, 


Renu went to her room and started 
kingaall the clothes she would require 
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forthe trip. 

‘The next day she was going tocall up 
her friend Divyato talk about the trip when 
she heard her mother coughing in the next 
room, "Ma! What happened you?” she 
cried when she saw her mother lying down 
and doctor Aunty doing a check-up. 


Doctor Aunty told Renu to calm 
down She said that her mother had not 
been feeling well for some time and now 
ithas been diagnosed as typhoid. 

Renu was horri 
fied when she 
heard this. She 
remembered 
that her class 


tour was scheduled forthe next day. There 
Was an unreasonable anger towards her 
mother. 

“Why did she have to fall ill just 
now She could have fallen sick after 1 
came back from the tour,"she ranted 
unreasonably, storming into the hall. 
Doctor Aunty followed her and tried to 
‘console her. "Do you know Renu, when 
you fll ill, your mother used to sit beside 
you and care for you forgetting all else? 
Now, please behave yourself and help 
‘your mother recover fast.” 





Renu got over her intense 
dissappointment She took leave from 
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school and helped her mother with the 
housework and took care of her too. 

‘A week later her friend Divya came 10 
her house, “Why didn’t you give your 
name for the tour?” she enquired of 
Renu.Renu told her ll that had happened. 
At this Divya said,” You know, you are 
very lucky indeed! Due to some reason 
‘our tour was postponed and it has 
been re-scheduled for the day after 
tomorrow! 

“Wow! I can't believe it. Is it 

true?"exclaimed Renu in joy. 
“Ofcourse its true and get 
ready to join the gang!"said 
Divyaasshe left. Renu told 
her mother about the re- 
scheduled tour. Mother said, 
“You have been a good 
girl Renu,taking such 
Rife, good care of me. You 
RNS deserve this luck.” 





“¥esMother. Now 
Tinow why weshouldobey 
‘our parents Such opportunities are given 
to good children only,” said Renu 
remembering the shameful way in which 
shehad behaved on hearing that she would 
have to miss her trip due to her mother's 
ills. 

“What are you saying Renu?"asked 
Mother puzzled atthe look on her face 


“Nothing Maa...” said Renu, 

From that day onwards Renu changed 

{nto.an obedient and affectionate girl with 
Jove and respect towards every one. 

+ Aiswarya Nair 

Std. VII 

Fatima High School, Mumbai 





Geeta High School, Secur 
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disorders like brain fever, migraine and ear 
disorders can also cause vomiting, 

# Sai Decpak,Chittoor 

? What is stomach ulcer? How is itformed 
‘and what are the preventive measures? 

! Stomach ulcer is a Wound eaused by the 
destruction ofthe inner wall of the stomach, The 
stomach produces the gastric juices of which the 
‘most important isan acid called hydrochloric acid 
‘and an enzyme called pepsin for digestion of food. 
Normally, the secretions ofthe inner wall of the 
stomach protects it from the effect ofthese juices, 
© Deepa Ranganathan, Sometimes the stomach secretes thea 













in more 
Jamshedpur _,.,, than normal quantity. The powerful acid eats the 
? Why do we vomit? Is it smucosal lining of the inner wall ofthe stomach 
natural to Vomit? producing a wound, 
! Vomiting isareflex act Prevention: Persons having ulcers should 


by which the contents of the _avoidall fried foods, spicy foods, fatty foods, fizzy 





drinks, curry, 
teagiiberoh It strong coffee or 
isa self-protecting process. It tea, alcohol, smoking, tobacco chewing, stress, 
‘may result from a wide variety anxiety and certain drugs like aspirin, steroids, pain 
of causes. Any stimulation or _ killersetc, Futher they should develop good eating 
invitation in the throat can cause habits, For example, don’t be in a hurry while 
vomiting. Diseases like ulcerin eating; eat slowly; eat only when hungry; ty to have 
the stomach or duodenum,  regularmeals; don’t eat while you are worrying 


inrtants like toxic foods, drugs, over something, Curry, hurry and worry 
alcohol, poison, overeating are the three fiends of a stomach 
ete., and any infetion ulcer; avoid them, 


vomiting. Brain ! Inflammation 


inflammation ¢ M.Abilash, 
obstruction in the keg Chennai 
abdomen like jaundice, D> ? My mouth smells 
appendicitis, stomach very bad, What could 
cancer etc,, can cause be the reason? 
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of gums, dental abscess, food trapped between 
teeth coated tongue and mouth infections are the 
main causes for bad breath, A dry mouth and 
dehydration can predispose a person to bad 
breath In children, infection inthe nose and 
paranasal sinuses and neglected foreign bodies 

in the nose such as peanuts are the most 
‘common causes for foul breath. Long lasting 
infections of the throat, lungs, and liver may 
produce a putrid odour, Indigestion, hyperaciclity 
and stomach ulcer can also cause bad breath. In 
most cases, excellent oral hygiene with good 
dental and gum care can help eliminate bad odour 
ofthe mouth. In your case, you have to consult 
your family doctor to find out the cause and get 
the treatment accordingly. 

© D.AjayAnand, Kalpakkam 

? Ifthe gall bladder is removed, how will 
it affect the digestive system? 

{Nothing untoward will happen ifthe gal 
bladder is removed. It will not in any way affect 
the digestion of food. The gallbladder is a 
storehouse of the bile, which is secreted by the 
live. After the removal ofthe gallbladder, the bile 
diretly reaches the upper part ofthe small intestine 

and helps digestions usual 

 S.Aarti, Trivandrum 

? Why should we not 
VSS take bah immediately 

after having food? 
! Afr having food, 
the digestive system 
starts functioning to 
digest the food 
materials. So the 
brain orders more 
<> _ blood tobe sent to the 





digestive organs of our body for 
quickand easy digestion. If you 





need more blood to perform the 
act of bathing, Hence the blood 
circulating inthe digestive system 
now moves to the muscles. It 
affects the blood supply to the 
digestive system. Asaresult, you 
may have apoor digestion. 

© Ankit Mishra, Orissa 

? What kind of diet should 
children suffering from 
Jaundice eat? 

1 Foods with a moderate 
protein content such as cereals, 
rice, biscuits, bread, idly, 
pam and porridge can be 
given, Fruits like apple, oranges, 
‘grapes, pineapple etc, fruit juices, 
vegetables and vegetable soups, 
sugarcane juice, honey and 
glucose can also be added. Fat 
rich foods such as eggs, meat, 
milk, fish and poultry, oily foods 
like dosa, pooti, parathas etc, 
and snacks like ice cream, pizza 
ec, should be avoided. 





More on the same topic 
next month... 





December 2003 GOEULH 27 





“Mr Weasley, would / 
you please stop playi 
with the telescope and give 
othersaitum at it?" snapped 
Professor Sinistra, 

The Gryffindor Fifth 
years, had just finished their 
homeworks and had assembled 





on top of the Astronomy Tower for 
arare view of the planet ISIS. 

Ron handet 
to Harry, Harry looked thro 
telescope and held his breath, The planet 
Isis was spectacularsight, He was about 
tomove when something caught hiseye 





Scowlin; he te 








He focussed the 
telescope on the 


Forbidden Forest and 


almost gasped out aloud. 
}) He saw a strange light, 

glowing softly in the 
forest. 








He was wondering 
J, abowit, when, Professor 
Sinistra interrupted his 
thoughtsby screaming in his ar, 

"Mr, Potter, just what do you 

think you're doing?” Harry jumpedand 
turned around to see Professor Sinistra 











at him, 





ala 

He muttered an apology and went 
towards Ron and Hermione, who were 
looking athim, curiously 











“What's 

the matter, 

Harry” asked 

Ron 

“I've gottotell you 

something” Harry 

whispered back 
“That's it for tod 

class! Home work, 

‘worolls of parchment 

bout this planet, To be 

submitted next week,” 

id Professor Sinistra. 











Every body went 
down the sais, talking 


excitedly. Harry stayed behind, 

“Aren't you coming, Harry?” asked 
Hermione. 

‘Not yet. Listen.” 

Harry told them about the mysterious 
light 

He peered at it again, through the 
telescope. 

“Let me sec it, Harry,” said Ron 

“Oh, give it here” said Hermione and 
ooked through the telescope. She gasped 
loudly 

“What can it be, Harry?" she Whis 
pered. 

[don’t know, But I'm going to find 
outrightnow! 

‘Now?" Hermione almost shrieked. 











“Yes! What if it’s something bad out 
there? What it's Voldemort? Everybody 
knows now that he isback,” yelled H 

“Will ~ you~ stop ~ saying ~ his - 
name?" hissed Ron, Harry ignored him, 

“['m not going to wait tll he attacks 
us," he said fiercely. “I'm going to face 
himnow.” 








Harry ran down the steps, Ron and 
Hermione went behind him, h 
other option 

‘Oh! Harry! Don't you know, nobody 
can appari 


ing no 





¢ inside Hogwarts. It's 
bewitched, you know," said Hermione, 
nervously. 


ry did not take any notice of her 
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KVIZ KRACKER 


1. Ifa cartographer’s work is 
tostudy and draw maps, what does 
alexicographerdo? 





2. Collecting stampsis called 
philately, What is the practice of 
collectingcoinscalled? 


3. What is the country you are 
visiting if you are staying in the 
capital Warsaw? 


[eis 


herBO 
I 











4, What is the world’s largest 
selling biscuit? (Clue : It's an 
Indian biscuit, ji!) 


‘5, What do the leters MGM in 
cartoons stand for? (Clue: If you 
don’t know, see Tom and Jerry 
Properly!) 
= Naveena 
Chennai 
IaktY UKmpIOD ONIW'S 
oud > 
Purjod £ 
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They stopped at the edge of the 
forest. 

“Hold hands, both of you, We don't want 
to get separated.” Harry’s voice shook as he 
spoke. 

Ron could only moan in reply. 

Slowly, they made their way through the 
fhuge trees, jumping at every small sound, 
trying and failing to feel brave, Without 
waming, they came upon the source of the 
strange light. twas acrysta, glowing brightly, 
lyingon the ground. 

Astonished beyond words, they made 
their way towards it. Harry put out his hand, 
asiftotouchit 

“Don't,” screamed Hermione. 

But Harry was not paying attention, He 
touched it gently with his finger. 

Instantly, Harry felt a jerk, somewhere 
beneath his navel. His feet leftthe groundand, 
hhe saw the crystal pulling him forward in a 
how! of wind and swirling colours. He could 
fee! Ron and Herminone dangling behind him, 
With shock, Harry realised that the crystal 
was. portkey 











‘Suddenly, Hany found himself on the 
ground, with Ron and Hermione next 0 
him. 

“Where are we?" he asked, sitting up. 

“We're in some kind of a creepy 
hallway," said Ron, looking around. 

Atthis, Hermione gasped loudly. 

“What's wrong?” asked both Harry 
and Ron. 

“JLall makes sense now. That was no 
ordinary Portkey, Harry. That was the 
Portkey of Doom! I read about it ina 
book. This Portkey takes you to a hall- 
‘way, where you come face to face with 
your worst fears, Itis called the Hallway 
of Horrors.” 

“What” yelled Harry in alarm. 

‘A sound, which came from some 
‘here ahead, made them jump. 





“Let's 
0," said Harry. 
‘There was no reply, 
He turned back, to stare 
intoemptiness. 

“Ron? Hermione?” screamed Hany, 
panicking, 

Suddenly, Harry saw... him, Lord 
Voldemort. He looked tall and menacing. 
Harry screamed and tried to get away. 

Voldemort’s hands were on Harry's 
neck. trying to strangle him. Hanry'shead 
felt like exploding. The pain from his scar 
was unbearable. 

Everything was turing blac 

Harry fainted... 





Harry felt someone shaking him 
roughly. 

He opened his eyes. 

“Where am I? What happened?" he 
asked groggily. 

“Nothing,” said Ron, grinning. “You 
fell asleep in the common room, after 
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Do you remember 
seeing your grandmother 
doing quick calculations 
inthe mind for paying the dhobi, 
vegetble vendors, flower sellers, 
or at the provision stores? Well! 
That was a kind of mental 
arithmetic they used even though 
they would have studied hardly up tothe 
5 standard! 

Now, the kind of mental math being 
iced involves using the Abacus as a 

















pl 


tool. 


The person operating 
the Abacus performs 
calculations in his head and 
uses the Abacus to keep 
track of the sums, carrys 
ele, The device evolved 
fromasimple need tocount 
‘numbers Merchants trading in goods not 
nly needed a way to count goods bought children with 
tind sold but also tocalculate the cost of disabilities. It improves the overall 
these goods 

The concept of Mental Arithmetic has 
recently gained immense popularity in 
India, A number of Abacus Institutes have 
come up. They have their originsin Japan 
or Malaysia 


“It also helps 








itive functions of children.” 





“We use a technique 
Math in which the ten fingers of the hand 
represent numbers from I 10 99, Using 
only the ten fingers we are taught to do 











Let's talk to some of them 
tofind out what exactly Abacus 
‘has todo with Mental Arithmetic. 

“Mental Arithmetic is only a 
tool to increase the overall 
concentration and analytical 
ability of children,” says 
Mr.Kumaran , M.D. and 
Chairman of the ALOHA 
Institute. 











high-speed calculations even before 
Jeaming with the Abacus! It's all very 
interesting,” 

Krishna Sai, a fifteen-year-old boy 
says, “Tam in the Ninth Standard. I have 
gained good speed and accuracy in all 
my basic calculations and hence I'm able 
to concentrate on more complicated 
‘mathematical problems 

“We are following the Japanese 
method of Mental Arithmetic,” says 
Mr.Giri, M.D, and Chairman SEMAS 
Institute. “We don't have any age 
restrictions, Higherlevels of mathematical 
calculations are possible with abacus, For 
‘example, instead of using logarithm tables 
at a higher class, children can do the 
calculations just by using the abacus!” 

Deepak, a five-year-old boy says, "t 
ccan even do multiplications on the Abacus! 








DID YOU KNOW? 


© Abacus as we know it now, origi 


© Early Christian missionaries took 
East, 





Greece and Rome in 300 A.D. as counting beads. @ 





It’s very easy!" 

“We use the Abacus as a tool for 
overall development of the child,” says, 
‘MrBasheer Ahmed, M.D. and Chairman 
U.C.MAS."It not only improves their 
‘mathematical abilities but also their 
concentration and visualization abilities. 
‘We conduict nation wide competitions for 
children every year” 





‘Srivas, a twelve-year-old boy says, 
“It is quite good but sometimes I get 
confused! The speed with which we do 
the calculations sometimes becomes too 
‘much forme!” 

Anjana, a ten-year-old girl says, “Ido 
the school sums also by Abacus method 
but as we are not allowed to take the 
‘Abacus to school, I visualize the abacus 
inmy mindand othe calculations!" 





© Iappeared in China 
1200 A.D. and was called 
Suan-Pan 
1 appeared in Japan in 
1600 A.D. as Soro-Ban, 

© Persian Abacus was 
invented in the 17 Century and 





‘din 


tothe 





represents 5;50;500 and so on, 
represents 1;10;100 and so on. 


value only on touching the bar 











Each upper bead starting from the right, 
Starting from the right each lower bead 


The upper and lower bead represent a 


came to be known as Schofy, 

© Abacus was made of 
Wood, stone or metal, having a 
frame that holds rods with freely 
sliding beads, pebbles or metal 
discs, 

© Even now shop keepers 
in China use the Abacus for their 
calculations. 

© As counting using written 
numbers gained popularity, the 
uuse of Abacus declined in 
Europe. 
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Enanisare intended 
only to assess your 
knowledge; so take 
them as a challenge. 
Go through these tips 
and you'll sail 
through your forth- 
coming half yearly 
examinations! 

Don't study late 
on the eve of 
the examina 
tion. Early to 
bed and early to 
rise! 

© Finish 
studying 
everything 
cearlierand 
only revise 
‘on the eve 
of the exam. 

© Pack the 
necessary items the day before the 
exam itself. 

© Always have a checklist of the 
things you have to take. 

# Always be at the examination 
hall atleast 10 minutes before the exam 
begins 

© Don't panic at 
the first glance of the 
question paper. 
Tackle each 
question one by 
one. 

© Answer the 
questions from the 
easiest. to. the 








toughest, sothat you 


have time to think and 
answer the tough ones. 
© In case of 
multiple choice 
questions, always 
choose the ones for 
which you are 
absolutely sure of the 
answers and which 
can get you 
‘maximum marks. 
© Incase you 
are hung up 
half way 
through with, 
an answer at 
the end, 
always try to 
complete it 
with a proper 
conclusion, 
© Make sure your 
Paper is presentable with 
neatly drawn diagrams and a neat 
handwriting, 

































fost important of all, once the 
day's exams over, concentrate only on 
the next day's exam. Don't waste time 
pondering over the question paper and 
cross checking, 

Be prepared for 
the worst but hope 
forthe best! 

Good Luck in 
yourexams! 





nav The Andamanand The Journey from Chennai to Port 


Nicobararea group of Blairby sea was enjoyable and the voy- 
572 picturesque Islands, big and small, 
inhabited and uninhabited, located in the 
South Eastern part of the Bay of Bengal. 

Thad the opportunity to 
visit these Islands 















sa esidbeieaananieia 


age took us about 50 
10.60 hours, 


We visited many 
places in and around 
Port Blair. But, prob- 
ably the most famous of 
themall isthe ‘Cellular 
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Jail’. During the British Raj, 

many political leaders of India 

and other dreaded criminals 

were deported to the Cellular 

Jilin Andamans. These Islands 

‘were hence infamously known 

as ‘kala pani’, or “Black water 

prison,’ The stories of the hard- 

ships faced by our great leaders 
there is very touching, The 
‘museum houses specimens of the 
clothes worn by great leaders and 
various photographs. This monument 
has now been dedicated to the na 
tion as a National Memorial 


Among the islands, Ross Island 
4s the most bei 
partof the cellular jail butt isnow a 
tourist spot. There are various other 


islands and beaches to visit using femy 
boats. 


Cutting timber isa major occupa: 
tion of the people of Andamans. 
Timber and bamboo are found in 
plenty. The tropical ruin forestis home 
toa variety of animals, 


c are five primitive tribal groups 
\who have been identified in the Andaman 
sand Nicobar islands, They are -(1) Great 
Andamanese of Strait island 

2) Onges of Little Andaman 

3) Jarawas of South and Middle 
Andaman 

4) Sentinelese of Sentinel Islands 

5) Shompen of Great Nicobar 

enjoyed my triptothe Andamans so 


uch thait 1 was very 
disappointed when it 
was time to leave. 
Andamansis indeed 








Mythology Story by : M.Pradyumnan 
i. Vit 





THE HORSE HEADED SAGE 


Iustrations : Lalitha 











‘One day Lord Indra came down to sage 
Dabhyanand's Ashram, 


Pease tl me Fan do anving 
for you i 





| hope all is well with your holiness, 








‘are happy and satisfied in all 
respects. 








iN Soy) 
Yes, Oh, king of Gods! We 


Tell me the secret of Madhu, if you 
1, Oh! Indrat 








Wadhu was an esoteric science which 
naw. 














Indra imparted the secret to the sage and] 




















Oh, 








Let us know the mystery of Machu, 
sage! 


= 











No, | cannot reveal it. If did, my head 










] ‘We will graft the head of a horse on to 
Youths wile te here's 

"rou wich wi fovea he 
Magn secret, Even 
in boos you nel 
ropce Your vn ha 














‘Thus, porsuaded the sago imparted 
the secret of Madhu to the Ashwini 

















When the wrathful Indra beheaded the 
‘sage, the twin gods promptly replaced the 
‘sage's own head. Enriched with the new 
enowedge of Madhu, the two Ashwin 
Kumars Wt the heritage hari, | 
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Evcrdreamt of discovering acure for 
a deadly disease...or a pollution free 
environment thanks ton altemative form 
of fuel you invented? Biotechnol 





‘unique opportunity to work 
inanew field of your choice. 


offers you 





What is biotechnology? 

Biotechnology isan interdisciplinary 
science that includes 
not only biology but 
also subjects like 
physics, chemistry, 
engineeringetc. Itisa 
rapidly growing field 
that finds application 
inevery aspect of life, 
from chemical, industrial, pharmaceutical 
and textile industries to genetics and 
agriculture 

Career Opportunities 

A biotechnologistcan make a mark in, 





= Adding othe variety of fruits and 
vegetables in the market shelves - by 
developing new hybrid varieties through 
crossing different breeds. 

+ Giving hopeto those struck with 
disease that has been labeled asincurable 
~ by developing various medicines and. 
vaccines. 

= By working on genes to alter 
reproduction and 
heredity processes. 


* Bring a smile on the face of 
farmers —by overcoming soil problems, 
crop diseases etc. 

+ Ensuringacleanerenvironment— 
by introducing methods to check 














pollution, clearing industrial waste etc 

Skills and abilities required 

Biotechnology primarily involves 
research with plant and animal tissues. 
Cross-reference with 
the researches done by 
others all overthe world 
is something you will 
have to keep yourself 
updated with, A 
creative bent of mind is 
required to a certain 
extent, 

A great degree of 
patience and 
perseverance is 
required, as experi 
‘ments may not yield the 
results you are looking 
forimmediately orever. 
On the flip side, @ 
research thats successful could 
famous and give you that break! 





ike you 


Entry into the field 

Biologists, chemists and physicians 
who workin companies usually are Ph.D's 
or hold an M.D degree. They plan the 
research process and draft the process 
steps. Scientists who are BS or MS 
degree holders usually carry outthe day- 
to-day research in the laboratories, 

+#2orequivalent with Biology /Maths, 
Physics and chemistry is required to 
pursue a B. Sc. or B. Tech in 
Biotechnology. Atthe postgraduate level, 
one can do M.Sc. or M.Tech. 





Institutes and courses 

‘Thereare variousuniversities that offer 
these programmes, The Jawaharlal Nehru 
University at variouscentresinthe country 








conducts a combined biotechnology 
‘entrance exam, 


Growth Prospects 

Biotechnology isarapidly growing field 
with significant advances being made 
through research and development and 
India with its IT and scientific manpower 
hhas what it takes to be successful in this, 
field. 

Biotechnology is an emerging field 
today that seeks to provide for a better 
tomorrow. 

‘Next Month : MERCHANT NAVY 

Feedback to 
gokulam @ careersindia.com 
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types of Art 
Forms, Musicis very much 
a part of our culture and J 
heritage. Itisagoodformot | 
recreation and more than that 
sivesimmeasurableinnerjoy 

and peace 


PX 
S 
Whether 
it is Carnatic or 
Hindustani vocal, 
music as a whole 
speaks a universal language of devotion, 
love and harmony. 


December is coming and so will 
begin the music season in Chennai, the 
cultural capital of South India for classical 
music and dance. While the devout will 
be celebrating the Marghazhi* month 
with devotional music and young girls will 
be singing the Tiruppavai (songs 
composed by the young poctess Saint, 
‘Andal, on Lord Vishnu), the music and 
dance lovers will be flocking to the masic 
ssabhasto listen tothe different musicians 





MUSICAI 





















sive off theirbest, 
‘Young musicians whotravel | 
ound the world giving 
concerts see toit that they are 
in Chennai in December! Itis 
great to listen to the swaras 
Se) J cascading inthe music that they 


4°) sing. 





Swaras? What are they? 

‘The Cammatic system of music has 
identified seven basic kinds of notes and 
they are denoted by the syllables- Sa, Ri 
Ga, Ma, Pa, Da, Ni. The notes are inthe 
ascending order oftheir pitch, The seven 
notes are collectively called the Sapta 
Swaras. 

Like Snow White and the seven 
dwarfs, these seven musical notes ae sid 
to be the constant companions of 
Saraswathi the Goddess of music. Music 
és nothing but the seven notes playing a 











* the tamil month, between the dates of 15th December to 14th Janua 
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‘game together. If one or two notes don’t 
Join the play, then the game and the rules 
change. But it's good fun anyway! In 
‘Camatic music jargon-it is the presence 
orabsence of a single note, which givesa 
‘raga’ its special trait. 





‘Here's an interesting legend about 
the origin of notes from the sounds of 
nature 

L.The joyous shrill made by the 
peacock on seeing the dark clouds prior 
toarain shower is compared to the note 
Sa (the first and basic note). 

2:The bellowing of the cow when it 
calls forts calf that's being dragged away 
is likened to Ri. 

3.A goit’s bleat is compared to Ga. 

4.The cry a heron makes is Ma. 

5.The note sung by the koyal 
(nightingale) in spring is Pa. 

6:The neigh of the horse is Da. 

7.Anelephant’s trumpeting is Ni 


Lindberg, in 1927. 
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‘The oscillation of anote whilemoving 
from one note to the other is gamaka. 
The variations in the oscillations are 
Sangathi and a musician shows his 
prowess in the way he handles the 
oscillation. A raga has a certain fixed 
ascendant and descendent in the way the 
‘swaras go up and down. This is called a 
scale. The scale gives the particular 
character to a raga. Each raga has a 
character and the musician has to build 
the character of the raga through the 
‘oscillation ofthe swaras and bring out the 
‘expression of the mood intended by the 
‘composer of the song, 

The above is only an introduction to 
whet your appetite to learn more about 
music! Music as an art form has to be 
nurtured and taught to youngsters so that 
they are adequately exposed to our rich 
culture and traditions. 

Cover illustration : Lalitha 


‘The first man to fly the atlantic solo non-stop was an American, Charles 


-Suresh K.Anjum, Kolkata 








‘There once lived a very wise 
and noble King. His country was 
rich and prosperous. One day a 
very leamed sage paid a visittohis court. 
‘The King was very hospitable towards the 
sage. On the day of his departure the sage 
handed the King a small piece of paper 
and said, “Take this as my reward. Keep 
itwith you always, Butread what is writen 
initonly when you think that all hope is 
lost." The King obediently put the piece of 
paper in a pendant and attached it to his 
‘omamental chain, 





Many years 
passed since the 
sage’s visit. The King was with his army 
fighting against a neighboring monarch. 


Howeverthe King was losing the battle. ZA 


Since all his forces had been defeated, \/M 
he goton tohis horse and fled from the 
battlefield. As he tried to outrun his 
relentless pursuers, the King realized that 
he had come to the edge of a cliff. He 
could not go forward and his enemies 
‘were stil following him. 


As he stood there dejected, and ull hope 
drained out of him, he remembered the gold box 


that was strung on his chain. He took out 
message, which the sage had 
given for him to ead only when 
he thoughtall hope was lost. On 
the piece of paper were written 


the simple words ‘This time will — 
os, 


also pass.’ These words had a 
marvelous effect on the King. 
It suddenly occurred to him 
that his fate was not yet sealed. 
“Perhaps,” thought the King. 


tony 
































My enemies will get lost inthe 
jungle and I will be saved”. 
‘Andaasthough by magic a few 
minutes later the sound of horse-hoofs 
‘grew softer, and the King knew that his 
pursuers were heading away from him, and 
that he was safe 

After this the King's confidence was 
restored, He 





is 


the 








* we 
Se“ps th 
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It was a festival - a festival 
ofa different kind -a festival of 
healthy contests ranging from 
drawing to dancing and quiz to 

fancy dress! A festival in which 
over 3500 children participated! 
And believe it or not, each child 


walking into the campus to participate 
had something to take back while walk- 
ing out! 

The Event : Child Fest 2003 

Held on : 8th and 9th Nov. 2003 
Inconnection wi 








nildren's Day 2008 
Organisers : SYMA 
(Srinivas Young Men's 
Association) and Rotary Club 
of Madras, Down Town. 
Hats off to those children 
for coming forward to 
participate with such great 
enthusiasm. 
Congratulations to the 
organisers too for giving 
these children the opportu- 
nity. 








scattered forces and formed a force 


strong enough to face his enemies. This 





time he was Vietorious and regained his 





dom, 





‘There was a procession to celebrate 
the victory and the exhilarated King was 
‘waving out tothe rowel fromhis chariot. 
Iiwas then that he spotied a familiar face 
in the erowd, It was the sage he had met 
10, Ordering the chariot to be 
he went and fell at the sage’s 





years 
stoppe 
feet. He told the sage how the message 
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hhad inspired him to defeat his enemies 





"My son, many congratlationson your 
victory. But please read this 
o saying the sage handed the King 
yet another piece of paper and walked 
away. The King opened the piece of 
paper On it was written ‘This time will 
also pass’, On reading this, the King’s, 
face shone with a heavenly light, He had 
attained enlightenment 
Prasad Jayaram 
Std. VII 
Bombay Scottish School, Mumbai 














‘Thehumming bird can fly forward, 
backward, hover in space and even 
fly upside down, It can accelerate to 
{ull speed or stop abruptly atits dest 
nation, in the most stunning manner. In 
fact Man-made-helicopter is the only 
other flying object that can somewhat 
match the versatility of this bird! 








inches long. It 








has a blue and we 
green jewel-like 

colouring which 
makesitvery attractive 

‘There are more than 320 differ- 


ent species and the shape of the 
bill ofeach bird matches the shape of the 
flower it feeds on. Thus many species of 
humming birds have evolved side by side 
with certain flowers, 





The humming bird’s wings have 
particularly long hand bones to Which the 
fine feathers are attached. These unusual 
‘wings can move in the same way as a 
human wrist! Tis flexibility allowsthe bird 
to keep its body perfectly motionless 
‘while hovering overa spot. 


Tsswings move very 
fast- upto 78 beats per 
‘minute, It moves in the 

shape of the number 8. We 











The hum. <p D> 
ming bird is 

= - 
little more 
than two 


can only sce the blur ofits wings 
‘and hear the humming soundl 
after which the bird has 
been named. While feed- 

ing, ths bird polinates the 
flowers. When the bird ex- 


tracts the nectar with its long tongue, its, 
head gets dusted with the pollen, This is 
transfered to the next flowerit visits. This 
litle bird gets nectar and in return for this, 
favourhelps pollination, 











 rHeFOXMESTSHiSMATCH ERE Sem 


Story and Illustration : Aazhi 
‘One day ina 



























a 
Fourenets 
ace marae 
eats caches one 
ae set 
aoe dy 





Harini, won't you help 

me escape that fox? He 

3s bent on catching and 
eating me! 

















Won't you help 
‘me? Give that fox 
1 good kick so 
that he never 
‘comes this sidet 

















Noway! That 
rascal fox ate up 
my litle one. 













Mythiti you 
ace so huge, 
Please save me 
from that sly 
fax. 


No! No! That 
{ox istoo clever! 
He willtick meand 
1 will fall ito 
hunter’ pit 

































Bunny was very sad. He ran 
ars. On the way he met 
spine. Bunny tld Prickly 
the whole story... Prickly was deep in 
thought fora while. Then. 








Don't worry, Bunny. Take me to your 
burrow tomorrow evening, Then go and 
hide and watch the fun. 



































‘The next evening, the fox came near the 
rabbit's burrow and saw a white shape 


The fox jumped to catch the bunny. 
sitting atthe entrance of the hole. 















FS Aha! You rascally bunny! Sleeping” 


%, Airy | 








He bit into the animal, And hidden ‘The porcupine flung himself onto the 
{inside the cloth was the porcupine! fox, the quills digging well into the fox's 
mouth, 











‘Ohi It's too painfull ‘That Bunny has 
wicked me. The porcupine’s quils 
are hurting terribly. willnever come 

this side again! 












certainly scared, 


We can defeat 
the fox away! 


slyness by 
‘cunningness. 

‘Anyway, no animal 

‘ean ever harm ie! 
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Announcing 
an exciting 
new serial! 
Starting 
January 
2004¢ 


Asha Nehemiah 
writes, 


THE GUAUA 
TREE CAPER 


Don't miss it! 








Niala, the ruler of Nishadha remained a 
bachelor. One day a poet arrived at his 
court. He recited a poem which meant that 
man without a wife was bare and unpro- 
tected. He also referred to him about 
Damayanti, the princess of Vidarbha, He 
described her as one fashioned by the cre- 
tor in his best mood, On hearing this Nala 
fell in love with Damayanti, He forgot his 
usual duties as a king und began to wander 
idly inthe garden watching the lotus pools 














Ohne day he saw a family of swans pad- 
dling along, He caught 
one and lifted it up, He 
said, “Tenvy you for you 
can fly but ean’. The 
swan said,“O king, you 
have fast chariots.” Nala 
said, “But [can't go to 
Vidarbha, Please 5) 





go there © and tell the princess Damayanti that [ove 

her. [have given up sleep and food while 

| xyearing for her", The swan promised to 

help him, He stroked te back of 
oP the swan and lett go, 

——7 The swan Kept its 

fledgelings un- 

derthe care of 

pees an old swan 

and flew off tomeet 

Damayanti, When it 

conveyed the message 

of Nalatohershe suid, 

“Tam also pining for 

‘Nala. Ask him to come to 

my swayamwara in his 

chariot.", When the swan told Nala 

about Damayant's love for him, he got 
ready toattend the swayamwara, 
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Bima, the father of Damayanti heard 
from her maids that she was ready for mar- 
riage. He sent out heralds far and wide an- 
nouncing the swayamwara. Numerous suit- 
ors came to Vidarbha. Nala was one of the 
earliest to start, Four others joined him on 
the way. They were Indra, Varuna, Agni and 
Yama. They got a promise from Nala that 
he would allow al of them to have an equal 
chance of winning Damayanti'shand. 

All the princes gathered at the 
swayamwara ‘mandap." Atan auspicious 
hour the princess entered carrying a garland. 
Everyone in the hall stared at her longingly. 
‘Nala was sitting along with the four Gods 
row. Damayanti saw to her bewilderment five 
princes looking like Nala! The Gods had each 
assumed the form of Nala. Nala lived happily with 

Damayant forawhile after which 

‘Damayanti stared hard but could not find out he had to undergo a whole lot of 
the real Nala, Suddenly a thought occured to her. trials and tribulations which is yet 
She saw the fourGods with unwinkingeyelids while another story! 





the human Nala’s eyes fluttered normally. That was R. Sumathi Zebaselvi 
‘enough forher to find out the real Nala. She went std. VIII, St. Joseph of 
forward and garlanded him. The Gods appreciated Cluny H.S.School, 
her intelligence, blessed the couple and vanished. Pondicherry 
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White drawing paper 

Blade (Preferably a used 
shaving blade) 

Fevicryl Fabric Paint 

A palette or an old plate to 
mix colours. 

Method : Take a blade and 
put a few drops of red. blue. 
white, yellow and black colour in 
the ends. 

Keep the blade on a sheet of 
paper and bend it. Slowly tum 





‘your blade along with your fingers. You 
will havea nice flower print! Now, sketch 
leaves stems, branches etc., with pencil 
and colour them. 

The same way you can make many 
‘more designs by sprinkling colour on the 
blade and rotating it with your fingers on 
the paper. 

Now is the perfect season to make 
ng cards and give to your loved 
ones! But be extremely careful in 
using the blade though! Take your 
parent's help. 








-B.Santosh 
‘Std. VIL 
StMary’s High School, Hubli 
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Answers : 
7. Ink 9. Pram 10. Club 14. Ill 


at 4. Ale S. Try 8. Pullet 11. Trek 


TL NOELIA 
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hewn the English language..." / RADHA PADMANABHAN! 


Ms, Gayatri tumed to 
the black board and 






















5) wrote inbold 
letters - 
SPELLING- 
ABugbear 
“Do you agree 
with me”, sl 
asked 
There wasa loud chorus of" 
s."It'scor 


exasperatin 
maddenin; 
“And it’s illogical”, 
interrupted Ms, Gayatri, 
'Yes,” said. Abhishek. 
BU Tis butand PU Tis 
put 





Ms. Gayatri laughed. 
“There are 26 alphabets in 
the English language and 
only 45 basic 
sounds.” she said 
“One specific sounds, 
speltin different ways 
ora single letter may 
represent a variety of 
sounds, Isn't that confusing? Take the 

alphabet ‘A’ It 
represents 

aE different 
J z )aauets as in 

yee the words 
Hat, Day and 

Call.” 

The class 
repeated the three 





SPECLINGTA 
BUGBEAR}) 





words over and over 
again until the 
place sounded like 
the Tower of 
abel! Ms 
Gayatri then ( 
wired 1 the © 
board and 
wrote; 
stAge, rAln, 
eAUge, dy, brEAK 
WElgh, thEy 
“All these words have the same 
sounds,” she said. “And then there 
are words with silent letters! Look 
at the following,” and she tured 
tothe blackboard and wrote: 













vEIL, rElgn, 


Hour listen wrong 
should know 
Zi “And then we have 


words that sound alike but 
spelt differently 
pear and pair, 
t 


XN 
a 
ea 
meet and 
meat, great 
and — grate, 
peace and piece, dear and deer, 





And then again words that are spelt 
the same but mean different things,” she 
ccontinved: 
‘Ball meaning a round object to play 
with and bal! meaning a dance. 
Cricket meaning a game and also an 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Dear Readers, 

* You are most welcome to 

send in. your contributions to 

Gokulam either by 

post or by e-mail. 

Remember ev- 

ery contribution 

sent by you 

should give de- 

tails of your - 

Name, Age, 

Class, Name and address of 

school, Residential address 

and a declaration stating 

that the contribution is your 

original creation (if not, the 
source must be mentioned). 

However, we cannot guaran- 

tee that your contribution will 

be published. It is also not 

possible for us to tell you when 

it will be published. But, if you 

require your contribution to be 

sent back to you on rejection, 

then you must enclose a self 
addressed, stamped envelope. 















PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE 


‘You will receive a participa- 
tion certificate from us if your 
contribution is published. At the 
end of the one year period 
ending June 2004, the person 
with most number of participa- 
‘tion certificates will receive a 
special prize, 
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~ Editor 









insect” 

“The “sh” 
99) ) sound has 14 

different 
spellings;—sh, 5, 
$5,si,$si, ti, ci, ce, 
se, 50, ch, sch, chs, 
psh asin: 

shoe, nation,chaperone, pshaw, 
mission, issue , ocean, sugar, 
suspicion, schist, conscious, fuchsia 
mansion and nausea,” concluded 
Ms Gayatri 


‘Wow’, said Abhishek 

“Bemard Shaw made fun of the English 
language by spelling FISH as GHOTI 

For hetook the GH from cough, 

For/he took the —O from women 

For Sifhetook the 17 from nation, 
Ms.Gayatri said, writing on the 
blackboard. 











Ms. Gayatri paused to let what she 
had written on the board sink in, The class 
\wassilentas they absorbed all that had 
‘been said about the chaotic state of English 


spelling, 

oT J “Engishspeting 
isaskillthatcan be 
Jeamt, And all of 
‘you can become 
excellent spellers 
if you want t 
said Ms.Gayatri 
“Inthenext class 
Iwill give you some guide 
lines for spelling. It'salways good to look 
at words carefully when youare reading, 
and not just glance at them,” she 

concluded as the bell rang. 
















Doctor : 

Nurse? Why are 

you trying so hard to 

wake up the patient who is fast 
asleep? 

Nurse : Because it's time to give him 





asl 





J Interviewer : What is your father’s 
+R. Prasanna ‘ccupation? 
Karur ‘Ahalya : ICS in summer, HCS in 


winter. 
Interviewer : Explain it. 
Abalya : He is an Icecream seller in 
summer and Hot Channa seller in winter! 





~ Sandhya Lakshmi.K 





SVMES, 


Teacher : Rahul, give an example for 
‘expansion and contraction. 

Rahul : Sir, our summer vacations are long and 
winter vacations are short! 





= Tony Natung 
Std IX, 




















Vani! What is the difference 
between a good conductor and a bad 
conductor? 

‘Vani : A good conductor will give the 
remaining 25 paise but a bad conductor 
‘wouldn't sir! 











= M. Vinoth, 
Sankarankovil 
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GOKULAM 


The maga for eben 


CHILOREN'S DAY BOOK RELEASE! 


T IS BEAUTIFU 


and other Jayabalan stories 








collection of 12 welkfoved, wity, humourous and satirical stories about 
King Jayabalan that have appeared in Gokulam in the past years, 





‘A treat for both the past as woll as the present 





6 of Gokulam) 


We hava two options for you 

1. Buy a copy for Re, 39.80/- only (postage fre0)! 

2, Subscribe to, Renew or Gift a two year GOKULAM subscription 
(R.144/- only) and got a copy te 





Ploase tear off this form and mailto us indicating your option: 
Namo 











Address 

















Option 1 -CI— Option2-I 
{Incase of option 1, no of copi 


























‘Amount enclosed - Rs. {al payments by MOIDD or lca! cheques only) 
Write to 
‘The Circulation Manager, GOKULAM 
“Kalki Building 
447-NP, Jawahatlal Nehru Road, Exkaduthangal, Chennal - 600 097 
Email: subscription @kakiweekly.com 
* Until stocks last. " if 
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ee 
2 se ame 


Wiinkied skin a toothless smile 
That was you grandpa to me 
Sooldatage, 

Yetso youthful atheart 
Eyes twinkling atthe sight of me, 
That was you grandpa, tome 





Full of loveand cate, 
Anda very good sense of humour, 
Lips that always spoke the truth, 
Hands that always did right, 
Byes that always were perfect. 
A guiding lighttome, 
That was you grandpa, to me, 









Walking till the verandah, 
‘On your weak limbs, 
‘Waving me goodbye, 

Every moming when I went to school, 

That was you grandpa, to me. 








One 1s Tretumed home, 

there no more, 

With those cheery welcome of yours, 
To drive away my woes. 


| miss you grandpa all the more. 





srwho would be there to weleome me back? 

Who would guide me through my problems? 
All can do isto shed tears, 

And pre 

Forever in my h 

Charanya Chandran 

StdX, 

IDA Scudder school, Vellore 








chappy memories, 
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Oe D 
GOKWIEAMIWAES it ESPINIES, 


READERS 
AS MERRY XEMA'S! 





















“Lt. General Cariappa was the first 
Indian to become the head of the Indian 
‘Amy. He took command of the magnifi- 
cent Indian Army from the British Gen- 
eral SK Roy Bucher, on January 15th 
1945, This day is celebrated as Amy Day 
throughout India. 

As Chief of Staff, Indian Army, 
Cariappa made an appeal toll the other 
Army officials in a broadcast, to guard 


Aa 


at 








avert among the braves / R.Surendrase 


se, New Dethi 


“ A true soldier acts with malice to none and charity for all” 


the Nation, both from outside aggression 
as well as internal disturbances. 

Heemphasised four essential needs 
they had to bear in mind. First, thorough 
professional knowledge, second, good 
‘management of men, third, proper mai 
tenance of state properties and lastly ser- 
vice to the people both in peace and in 
war. He reminded his fellow officers that 
as soldiers they are the ser- 
vants of their motherland, 
Finally he declared thatthe 
Army should be kept out- 
side Party Politics. 

Bom in the year 1900, 
in Mercara, Coorg, 
‘Cariappa had his early edu- 
cation in Central High 
‘School, Mereara and then 
in Presidency College, 
Madras. 





‘General Cariappa was 


PRIZE WINNERS i 
We had an overwhelming response to the English homework given by 
Radha Aunty. Thankyou, children! The five lucky winners are : 






1. KV. Nandhan Std. VI 
Sri Sankara Senior Sec, 
School, Chennai. 


2. Aravindhan Sundar 
Std. LX 
BP.LP.S. Bangalore 


3. Shilpa Menon, Jamshedpur 


4, RNeranjana Std XI 
Holy Cross MHSS. Chennai 


5. Lakshmi Vishwanath 
MES HSS, Goa. 


Congratulations! Your prize will be with you soon! 
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J 


the first Indian Cadet to be commissioned 
in the year 1919 and the first Indian to 
enter the famous Staff College, Quettain 
the year 1933, He saw active service in 
Mesopotamia and Wazirastan, Inthe year 
1942, he raised and commanded a Ma 
chine Gun Battalion of 7th Rajput Regi 
‘ment. He was also the first Indian Briga- 
dier to visit the U.S. 

To win a battle, prayer to God, 
Cariappa believes, is as effective as 
ammunition and artillery. A soldier first 
and last is essentially a religious man. 
He has no place for communalism, in 
his heart, 





‘General Cariappa once remarked af- 
ter partition, “I do not care ifa man isa 








+ General Cariappa 


Sikh, Hindu, Muslim or Christian, as long, 
as he plays the game to serve our 
‘country Well, Thisisall that matters tome,” 

Cariappa was cool, daring and fear- 
Jess soldier in warand abrave, honourable 
celebrity in peace, 

‘When he retired in the year 1953, he 
made a farewell broadcast through All 
India Radio, in which he said thatall sol- 
dliers ofthe Indian Army had a special and 
permanent place in hisheart. @ 














CASE FILE - 6 
THE MISSING CRICKET BAT! (PAGE 10) 


Logic behind the case 
Ranjith has not told any of the four ») 


servants about the special nature 
(mini size) of the bat 
shown the same to any of them 
It was only Manickam who 


Nor has he 








searched the table drawers also (where a regular cricket bat 
cannot be accommodated). Thus, the fact that he knew the size 
of the cricket bat, has been revealed. 
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® KIDNAPPED Story and illustration 
cobs ‘ 


a 





















[Uncle Akash lost control The joop veered crazily and sped 
down towards the end of a ciif! 














late. We are sure to | 





crash | ll 


Betore anyone could do anything 
the jeep went over the cif! 
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Uncle! Do 
something! 


| 














Uncle Akash hurriedly 
pressed a button. 





Hey Presto! Two wings came up and the 
jeep turned into an aeropfane! 














The jeap'O'plane sped upwards, 
changing directiont 













Hey! Look! That 
jeop! Its flying! 
Unbelievable! 
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Within a short while. 





.( Well! Safe at last! 
Welll stretch a bit, 


Let's take a 
look around. 








That man seems tobe going 
stealthily. Surely, he doesn't 











What is he doing here? os 
Let's follow him. 


t'struly 
‘mysterious! 









Let's move over 
‘and look for him, 
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Heyl This seems 
like an 
underground 





Stay right 
there! 'iifetoh 





Tvesa and Uncle retumed with a 
flash- light. 





Tarun, don't go 
exploring! 
Come up at 


Don't worry 
uncle! | have 
the tablets with 











‘Come, Let's change the 
tyre and get the jeep 








‘As they turned to leave, a greater] 
danger reared its head. 
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ome ab BT 


PLANES OF WORLD WAR I AND II 


A PICTORIAL 





Fokker (D-7) 


Spitfire 





Focke-Wulf (FW-190) 


2 SR aae 





yy 
IF 


QUIZ MASTER! 
How to take up quizzing as a profession? 
Was he good in studies at school? 


What kind of music does he like? 
Ask these and more to 


Quiz master par excellence! 
and he'll answer in the 
February Issue 





Send in your questions to STAR RENDEZVOUS, c/o Gokulam, 
Kalki Buldings, 47 «NP, Jawaharlal Nobru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chena - 600 097 


}* Only one question allowed # Write only on a postcard 
‘* Mention details of your name, age, class and school, Also give your residential 
address 
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©) The TRP rating mentioned in 
Grandma worm column in the November 
issue is Television /Total Rating Points. 
‘This determines the number of viewers 
\watchinga programme. By this, advertis- 
ers may choose to advertise based on 
such popularity indices, More TRPsmean 
more popularity and so more advertise- 
ments, during the programme, The story, 
“Ateiumph of sprit’ was very touching and 
inspiring. 








faveena, Chennai 


© enjoyed reading about Shri Ravi 

Shankar's explanation ofthe significance 
of the bindi, which most of us are un- 
aware about. | also enjoyed “The 
Ghost in the Choultry’ story. enjoyed 
‘cutting out clothes for Peter the cow- 
boy, 

Meenakshi Mukerjee, Chennai 


PIGOKULAM isalibrary ofknowl- 
edge! Itisa good source of general know!- 






1 am 

learning new 

words. I like “Kidnapped” and 

“The Spices’ very much. [like doing the 
activitiestoo. 

~ Smayana, Hyderabad 









GOKULAM|IS}Ays 
OFKNOWLEDGE! 





The cover story, “The boon that 
boomeranged’ in the October Issue was 
very good. 
-J.Pooja, Bangalore 
© The usage of IT's on page 16 of 
the October Issue in that place is wrong, 
‘There are differences between ITS and 
I's, 
-M.Sameer Mohamed, Thanjavur 


Thank you for noticing the mistake 
Weadmit our error and assure the read- 
cers that it will not be repeated. ITS- The 
possessive form of it, for eg. The book 
hhas lost its jacket, IT’S - A contraction 

of ‘it is’, for ex, 


GOKULAM 





if 

oe, 
ge 
bat re 





It starting to rain. 


liked the Harry Potter short story, 





Donkey’ and *For want ofa moustache" 
in the Ocober issue. I made Peter look 
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Kumar, Bellary 





{52 liked reading “The boon that boo- 
‘meranged! and the picture story, * For 
‘want ofamoustache’ inthe October issue 

~ Chirag Chordia, Chennai 


By reading GOKULAM regularly, 
my spoken and written English has im- 
proved. I wisha very happy new year to 
Gokulam and all the readers. 

Rohit Mane, Mumbai 


52 The Harry Potter Short story con- 

testisa true example of the level ofimagi- 
nation of children. 

-RMuthuramalingam, 

Coimbatore 


© The cover design of the October 
issue was very nice! GOKULAM has be- 
‘come more funny and interesting. It is re 
ally ‘unique 

Nirmala Kamath, Kannur 





The story ‘Dreamsand Reality’ was 
really touching, 
Hema Shankar, Chem 


i 





© Iread the ‘Order of the Phoenix- 


‘book review" in the September 2003 is- 
sue and I felt very bad reading it. It 
stated inthe review, “Sirius Black's death 
did not seem to be a great tragic loss...” 
But disagree! Leven started crying while 
reading that chapter and so did the au- 
thor, JK. Rowling while writing the book 
1 fee! that not only me but many would 
have felt the same way about it. 
=N.Greeshma, Chennai 





© Thereare flowers, 

Butnot like Rose. 

There are birds, 

‘But none like the Peacock. 

‘Thereare animals, 

Butnone like the Dog. 

There are countries, 

Butnone like India. 

There are books, 

Butnone like GOKULAM! 
-V.Sankruthy, Secunderabad 


52 The September issue was re- 
ally superb. [am a regular reader of 
GOKULAM since three years, The 





serials “Kidnapped” and ‘Ritvi and 
Grandpa Achappa’ are superb. 
VV. Karthik, Belgaum 
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he water gushed down with 

strong force and the vapour 
blinded her eyes. The wind was 
strong as Ritvi stood admiring 
one of nature’s great wonders, 
the Niagara Falls. Her daughter 
Kriti screamed in delight! Ritvi 
recalled Achappa and his 
reminiscences of the falls. An old 
man with a long white beard 
stood nearby. “Grandpa would 





for a glass of water. She ran in 
and found a glass with ‘Niagara’ 
inscribed on it. She held Achha 
close and poured the cold water 


into his mouth. 

chha drank it and held Ritvi 
A close to him, He picked up 
a book, which lay in the corner 
of the table. “Read this for the 
rest of the story”, he said, giving 


have meapebly looked like the book titled ‘Bhagavatham' to 
him Ritvi. He 
ie Wer ieee also handed 
alive,” Ritvi J) over a key 


GRANDPA ACHAPPA 


thought with a pang. 
+e 

G randpa had been coughing 

since morning and Ritvi 
had just returned from college. 
She ran into the kitchen and 
made Achhappa some kashayam 
with ginger and pepper. She 
slowly made him sit up in his 
easy chair and helped him drink 
the medicine. Achha felt 
relieved. That evening he 
beckoned Ritvi to come closer 
and told her the story of how 
Parikshit Maharajah had listened 
to the entire story of Krishna 
seven days before his death. As 
Achappa came to the last part 
he felt exhausted and asked Ritvi 








to her, Lakshmi had just come 
back from work and both of 
them helplessly watched 
Achha’s discomfort 
That night Achappa 
passed away quietly in his 
sleep. Ritvi broke down 
into tears. She could not 
bear to stay in the house 
to which Achhappa would 
never return! 


week later when 
Ritvi. opened her 
grandfather's cupboard, 
she found a diary in which 
Achha had addressed a 
letter to Ritvi - one for 
everyday - from the 
time she was born 





She also 

found a 

little chest, 

which contained some ancestral 
corals, gold and emeralds that 
Achha had received from his 
grandparents and parents. It was 
an old wooden chest with a 
lovely traditional locking system 
She also found an umbrella, a 
folded walking stick, a pair of 
glasses and two pairs of dhotis. 
He had lived a simple and an 
honest life. He did not have 
anything more in the form of his 
personal belongings. Lakshmi did 
not speak much but was totally 
shattered by her father's demise. 
Ritvi knew that her mother 
would now rely more on her for 





emotional 
support 


he house now seemed 

empty when Ritvi returned 
from college. Lakshmi had 
resigned her job and begun to 
write, She sent articles to 
newspapers and felt better being 
at home and taking care of the 
kitchen. Ritvi saw her grandpa 
in her mother, Ritvi now spent 
more time with her mother and 
they spoke about politics 
education, nature and people. 
Ritvi discovered hidden stories 
and truths about her mother. She 








felt the warmth of Achhappa in 
her. Every night she would 
pray for Achha’s soul and think 
about him before going to 
sleep. 


itvi graduated that year with 

flying colours and went on 
to do her Master's at the 
University of Central Florida. 
Lakshmi who was alone for a 
year published a book during 
Ritvi's absence and soon joined 
her at Florida. When Ritvi 
graduated three years later, she 
joined as a faculty member at the 


University itself, 
Dalal 
“S hall we leave, Ritvi,” asked 
Prasanna, He was holding 
Kriti and Ritvi smiled at her 
daughter, Lakshmi took her 
grandchild from Prasanna and 
they walked towards the car. The 
noise of the fall still echoed 
aloud. 
Ritvi had met Prasanna at the 
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campus. He was also teaching at 
the University and had the same 
date of birth as that of Achha’s, 
September 11th. How strange!” 
Ritvi had thought when they first 
met, Lakshmi was only too 
happy with their decision to get 
married. Three years later Ritvi 
delivered a lovely gir! child whom 
they named Kriti. Kriti too had 
brown eyes and a long nose like 
Achappa. 

‘This was the first time that they 
were visiting the Niagara. 
Watching the falls was like 
watching life flow, How time flies! 
It was already six years since 
Grandpa had left them, “I must 
return to India eventually to fulfill 
Achappa's dream,” thought Ritvi. 


n due course Ritvi and her 

family returned to India. Ritvi 
set up one of the biggest libraries 
for children, which Lakshmi was 
glad to look after. She became 
a visiting faculty member at the 
Florida University and continued 
to teach at several other 


Universities, both in India and 
abroad. 

Ritvi however, could never 
forget the special bond that she 
had shared with Grandpa 
Achappa. 


Concluded 








Tam very studious and seri- 
ous. lam in a new school. How 
‘am Io make friends? 

-R.Arjun, Chennai 


Dear Arjun, 
Being studious need not pre 
vent you from being friendly. 
Actually itshould help youto get 
‘more friends. Friendship always 
starts with a smile, Keep 
smiling, say ‘hello’, 
A extend your 
©% Lam hand in friend- 
Ad ship. If you 
Sifts hav «se 
Gnd... cial item in 
‘your lunch box 
YZ share it; ifyour 
colleague has any 
doubt in his lessons, be helpful 
Don't make a big issue of small 
things; forgive and forget. All 
these will win a lot of friends for 
vou. 
+e 
oveto read books. Itake one 
book per week from the library 
‘and read a few pages every day. 
But my father is angry. He says 1 
should concentrate on my text 
‘books. stand second in my class. 
What do I do now? 
-K.S. Parvathy 
‘Trivandrum 


Dear Parvathy, 

Tam on your side as for as 
reading goes. One should not 
confine one self to reading 
just text books. Reading other 







G Wore, 





dn 





books improves your language 

skills, communication skills and general 
knowledge. You come to know more about 
‘men and matters besides behavioural attitudes 
of people. So do read, but see 0 it that, 
(@) You read quality books and not trash; (b.) 
You do not neglect your text books. In your 
case 1am sure you can convince your parents 
by assuring them the above. You are already 
holding second rank in your class. See to it 
that you do not slip up on this position. 

#ee 


hous Books 


I want to take biology as my main subject. 
‘What should I do to develop 
interestin mathematics? x ail 
-N.GVijaya Gopal 
Hyderabad — 
Dear Vijayan, 
Mathematics is lollipop to 
some and a big headache t0 
others. If you are not inter- 
ested in mathematics don't 
force yourselfto study the same 
There must be other groups in 
‘your school which offer biology, be- 
sides other subjects ex- 
cluding mathematics (viz) Phys- 
Y | tes, chemistry and biology. Take 
‘one such group when you have 
4, to make the choice. Good luck! 
Love, 
Grandma worm 
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TM GOING TO. 


SETTLE THI 


1S ONCE 
we 


AND FOR AL 


HEY, 
you! 


Your 
Lucky <4 
GLovEs' 


Back, 
Comming 
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SEMAS vt 


Advance & Entire 
Concept of 
Abacus Education 
only in SEMAS 


For all age group 
from 4 years old onwards: 
SEMA cultivates 6 abilities; 1s true SemAs is UNIQUE in 


‘Abacus Education? ..HoW? 
1, Concentration Because SEMAS only has the Advanced & 








2. Memorization Entire concept of Abacus Education and its 
“aia Brain Development techniques in India as it 
3, Inspiration is in Japan. 
4, Insight ‘SEMAS only has the Unique syllabus for the 
fi ‘all age groups from 4 years old onwards. 
5, Information Processing —_ seMAs only has the Unique syllabus to teach 
6, Speed Reading & Listening leagblicg pet g months of 
Fey D(V/- SEMAS only provides the Intemational 
Monthly Fee Rs.25\) ony Concept on lowest Monthly Fee. 


Challenging the Computer, 
Can you image your Child will d 





in weconds ? 








Civ an educated lady, sit at home without earning...2 Come t0 SEMASI 
‘SEMAS offers School, Area, Master & Overseas Franchisee with less investment 





"email: Intogpeernasindia.corn, war sernasincia.core 


‘eps wth genre mee 8p PG COR) 2/09-08° 
ed Ba th sine ne PS sn Ws PP ST Papa ap WSL 





11 Years For developing 

son aaa the whole brain 

| 25,00,000 Children 
1 Name 


| Welcome to the movement called 


MENTAL ARITHMETIC 


(ABACUS LEARNING OF HIGHER ARITHMETIC) 


at the right age 








B Challenge The Calculator ! © Balance The Brae It 








A= 


A (DAV Gopal) 
‘Ta coy ey we rogram. |can fel he evra 
recent wide ene Manors sa 











6 








‘Only 2 hours per week 


Your child shows growth in academics. 
‘Your child improves concentration 

‘Computes faster than a calculator 
‘Special Syliabus for 4-6 Age group 


* Around 125 Centres in India ® 50 Centres in Chennai 





